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DRUG ADDICTION ON SCREEN - THROUGH
THE CHANGES OF TIME AND BEYOND
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Abstract

Drug addiction is a theme that has grown in cinematic relevance
over the years, taking on diverse artistic forms. Its representation
is inevitably shaped by shifts in time and environment, factors that
continuously merge with everyday life and to which art remains per-
sistently responsive.

On screen, addiction reveals its temporal dimension, especially
when protagonists confront the most complex dilemmas of the con-
temporary world. Portraying their moral identity in film is particularly
challenging, as it simultaneously lies on the surface and stems from
hidden causes.

Tragic protagonists emerge from these varied destinies, figures
whose motivations, behaviors, and moral characteristics frequently
echo the psychological traits of society. This approach underpins the
analysis of characters in the films Street Days, Sid and Nancy, and
Subordination. For these characters, superficial insight is not enough;
viewers are compelled to decipher the deeper human tragedy within.

Endings in such films are less about narrative closure and more
about moral and ethical culmination. Therefore, films that portray
addicts from different social and cultural contexts are most compel-
ling when they reflect these deeper moral markers.
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