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Abstract

At the early stages of human development, information was
transmitted orally, and orators (e.g.,, Demosthenes, Cicero, etc.)
played a crucial role in this process. It is noteworthy that information
disseminated in this way was often imprecise due to the restricted
geographic reach and the inaccuracy of transmission. Consequently,
more effective means of communication emerged — newspapers,
journals, radio, television, and the Internet.

Notably, the emergence of the Internet has facilitated interaction
with language from a technical perspective, as texts have been digi-
tized, and access has become easier.

Despite this technological progress, language has arguably never
been as “polluted” as it is today. The Internet has shaped the style
of contemporary media language, making it both conversational and
communicative. Traditional media (magazines, newspapers, tele-
vision, and radio), which relied on language norms developed for
books and print, could no longer adapt to the social space, due in
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part to the privileging and dominance of English. Informal speech
has become the preferred medium for the rapid dissemination and
reception of ideas.

Today’s media language is the language of television and new
media (by “new media” we refer to all platforms, networks, and
broadcasting that operate through Internet-based technologies).
When comparing traditional and new media language, it becomes
evident that new media language frequently exhibits specific types
of aberrations: the blurring of stylistic boundaries, the intrusion of
colloquial language into the basic corpus of media speech (in break-
ing news, informational analysis, commentary, etc.), the repetition of
forms that deviate from the norms of literary language, and irregular
agreements in person and number. Additionally, certain ideological
clichés are often repeated.

Contemporary media encompasses social networks, which con-
stitute a vast lexical corpus containing texts with diverse functional
purposes and stylistic nuances. A significant portion of language
users, particularly younger generations, write posts and blogs in
English, which has acquired an image-related function and allows
access to broad audiences. Each digital platform has its own tex-
tual conventions: a defined, limited number of words; the obliga-
tory use of icons, symbols, and indexical signs; the dominance of
specific text types (for example, videos on TikTok); and the influ-
ence of advertisers (e.g., the language of influencing on Instagram).
This process directly affects perception and the consciousness of the
user, prompting individuals to create messages in the language that
is most frequently heard and understood. Another notable feature of
digital text is the presence of hyperlinks.

The language and linguistic structure of social networks provide
a clear example of how media language is a constantly evolving and
culturally loaded system, the analysis of which is essential both from
the perspective of media literacy and cultural studies. Messages are
often expressed visually through emojis, GIFs, memes, or stickers,
and these types of messages frequently receive preferential atten-
tion.
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To illustrate the above, it is noteworthy that.

various abbreviations have spread in social netwaorks through the
use of English, for example: IDK (I don’t know/ar vitsi), LOL (laugh
out loud/khmamaghla sitsili), OMG (Oh my God/ghmerto chemo),
IRL (in real life/realur tskhovrebashi), DM (direct message/piradi
shetkobineba), and NSFW (not safe for work/ar aris usaprtkho sa-
mushaod), etc.

The following terms have become widespread through social
networks: dalaikeba (“to like”); okk/ok/k (“ok/k/okk — okay, fine”);
dasheareba (“to share”); prendebi (“friends”); datagva (“to tag”);
dareakteba (“to react”); dakomentareba (“to comment”); dablok-
va (“to block™); dareporteba (“to report”); dagugvla (“to Google”);
daskrinshoteba (“to screenshot”); daheshtegeba (“to hashtag”);
dapostva (“to post”); dapoloveba (“to follow”); daanpoloveba (“to
unfollow”); poloverebi (“followers”); laivi (“live”); kontenti (“con-
tent”); inpluenseri (“influencer”); chelenji (“challenge”); skrolva
(“scrolling the Internet”) and others.

Emojis play a significant role in communication by conveying
mood and attitude. They function,as & form of gestural or em-
blematic speech. For example: 'Q‘S)i’ — shrugging shoulders
(meaning: “I don’t know”), *= —raising a hand (meaning: “l want
to say something”),  — shaking hands (meaning: “agreement”),
etc. Many emojis are used to visualize individuals (e.g., bride —,
pregnant woman — &), professions (e.g., doctor — ., chef — &
), or to represent specific events, actions, or states (e.g., the cake
emoji is associated with birthdays).

Memes are images or videos with humorous content, which may
include accompanying text. They reflect social, cultural, and per-
sonal experiences and are used on social media to express re-
actions and emotions, illustrate political or social contexts, and
serve communicative purposes in various types of business.

GIFs are a format for graphical exchange, used to create moving
or animated images.

According to our qualitative research (“Media Language and the

Dialogue of Cultures”), media experts believe that contemporary me-
dia will eventually fully replace traditional media and that journal-
ism, in its current form, cannot survive for long.
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Language represents the structuring and dissemination of cul-
tural meanings, and in the digital era, the shape of the media space
is changing radically, which naturally affects language as well. Con-
sequently, media language is considered one of the central cultural
artifacts, varying across time, space, and context.
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