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T mrggano, gbmggamgoals, 2014. g3. 96.
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1 Rosenthal, Writing, 2002, pg. 114.
54




Art Science Studies Ne2 (101), 2026

dogbgooge 0dobs, ™3 Mol bydogdhnrmos s doptgzomy-
30 €rgoem &0 530gd(Hgdobs ©d JoMgdal bedrvmngdyg dmbotggdsw do-
Bodgamogooboedo 3ol a3hmGohghl géhmazdtem g33d39d oygbgol,
dgdamgdgmos 0dols Hotrymas, Hm3 gl gomdo 8dgtognmo bobmao-
omgdobomgol 36083b9mm30b o Lodotm Jombggol bgsedl. gobls-
3906 gdPm gntoemgosl odsbgomgdl 0dsby, oy mamdo dmfyszg-
Hogos domamo g3gbs, gemods hggnmgdtogo dmdomasdol gbmgégdols
by&omobegeb o, dgbodsdobow, dob badothmgdgdls s 3rmdmgdgol
396 0086 gdL. Jomogd xmobhol ogetogmgdgmo, goggéobgdymo
Jnhgdo ©s 296960 dmdHm®bol“ ot mo, bsmgmo s B3gHoEo
739090900 960386900006 dgmoge 3mbh&db@do dmol - momdmb,
9L dmzmgbgdo ghmbs s 0dv3g bvdystrmBo o6 bpgdes: ,3536m m-
6989, dogomomobomgals, gb bogéomo sgmgaméoss 3xéoel dogh hm-
296 L3omols gobypTyzgnhgmo dogdol bsbom. gl 3Gmpglo gogomgdom
39009, 300067 300m3 g3ogdol LomEgsboBogom 300bgodo. gl dogos
03 ©obhebgool Loddmems, Mmdgmog 833008 ymal Jododhombs
0 dmbobangmdsl. bogthig bohggbgdos Gabipemdhndodgdnm bogé-
oM © 3060 bayghmgds, Moy gdmbggzs mobodgdmgg gmnb-
hob Ggmogndo gohgbom 3mobmomog beddomgol®! doogm dyco
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1 Natter, Jones, Pets, Antipode 25(2), 1993. pg. 146.
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Abstract

A thorough examination and analysis of the existing reality has
a particular meaning for a civilization’s development. We won’t be
able to find the necessary direction for change without determin-
ing the field where society suffers from heavy issues and therefore,
needs said change the most.

In this perspective, documentary film, from its birth to this day,
has given humanity quite a charitable amount of aid. Not only does it
present us with an opportunity to study the reality of times that have
passed, but it also, by focusing on particularly acute concerns, grows
our field of view and forces us to confront these dilemmas.

This study discusses the adaptation of this tendency in American
documentary cinema of the second half of the 20th century. Film-
makers of this period added elements of their own artistic vision to
the methods formed in the 60s. Within the ,Direct Cinema“ move-
ment. This served to get as close to reality as possible. Then, they
pointed their attention towards the social-political field. In works
created during this time, American ideas are often the subjects of
focus. Since, based on events and situations depicted in these films,
these ideas demand to be reviewed in a strict and detailed manner.
As a result, important questions arise — How realistic is the view
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of American democracy? Is equality on the same level in society as
previously perceived?

To find the answer, these artists traveled to small towns, far from
the megalopolises, and used the life of an ,Average American“ as a
landmark. During their search for the truth, they often come across
problems that are quite acute and sometimes even terrifying. These
were most vividly depicted in the following works: ,Harlan County,
USA“ (1976) by Barbara Koppel. ,Roger and Me“ (1989) by Michael
Moore and ,Hoop Dreams* (1994) by Steve James.

At first glance, it may seem to the viewer that these films only
serve as a critique of negative aspects of American ideas. But the
purpose of this study is to outline the bigger meaning behind them.
These works invite us to reconsider the existing reality, to start a
discussion about it. Since it’s impossible to move forward and bring
the desired ideals into existence without this process.
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