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GEORGIAN FOLKLORE AND ITS STAGE APPEARANCE IN THE
DRAMA THEATER

(On the example of Sandro Akhmeteli’s «Lamara» and «Tetnuldi»)

Keywords: avant-garde, ritual, dance, theater.
Abstract

In the 20th century, Georgian culture, placed under strict control,
was expected to serve the useful impulses of Soviet ideology. The
utilitarian regime understood well that theatrical art was one of
the most effective forms of mass dissemination for party agitation,
capable of taking deep root in society and, over time, effectively
replacing centuries-old Georgian cultural traditions. Therefore, to
ensure its own survival, national culture manifested itself more
strongly in art and literature.

It was within this context that the establishment of a new
model in the form of a ,synthetic theater® laid the foundation for
the realization of the idea of a ,Georgian national theater®. In
the national, avant-garde, large-scale, and artistically symbolic
productions of its founder, Sandro Akhmeteli, one can discern the
meanings of national values: traditions, ancient rituals, folklore,
and national interests. These stood in contrast to the Soviet mass-
industrial ideology. The movement toward socialism opposed the
permanence of old culture, which gave priority to the avant-garde;
yet it was precisely the essence of the ,national theater® that broke
through the boundary between old and new forms and presented
them as a unified whole to the audience. Sandro Akhmeteli equated
the active, ,time-driven“ avant-garde with ancient Georgian culture
and tradition through an inherent rhythm. He successfully managed
to place the national culture at the peak of the modern avant-garde
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and combine the dynamism of the avant-garde form of tradition. This
innovation caused strong emotions, admiration, and enthusiastic
applause from the audience. It was precisely the national-national
accents that provoked the wrath of the Soviet system, expressing the
identification of folklore and historical events with the new Soviet
life, as the communist system explored the path by establishing its
own ideology and strengthening its positions through the tyranny of
the regime. It aimed to be ahead in everything and declared war on
any obstructive manifestations.

Sandro Akhmeteli was under constant surveillance by the party
leadership. Because he never abandoned his ideals, he served only
Georgian culture. Essentially, his work became a counterweight to
the Soviet regime, as the ,product” he presented to the public was
not a weapon of party line, agitation, or propaganda, as with the
plays ,Tetnuldi“ and ,Lamara“, which were unsuccessfully staged
by the party because they did not conform to Soviet ideology. The
play received numerous negative reviews, and meeting minutes
and articles contained requests for a repeat performance. However,
Sandro Akhmeteli’s integrity was evident in his determination, as
his play reflected the national character and did not serve party
propaganda. The processes activated the national purpose of the
Georgian theater. Sandro Akhmeteli purposefully used the values,
character,nationality,and nature presentin folk creativityasinviolable
material, trying to break down stereotyped forms, but without losing
the face of the national theater. In the most difficult environment,
the Georgian Drama Theater emphasized the permanence of ancient
Georgian culture in Sandro Akhmeteli’s performances, in a form
expressive of folklore, be it ,Berdo Zmania“, ,Tetnuldi“ or ,Lamara®“.

From 1920 to 1937, the Rustaveli Theatre staged productions of
a distinctly national character, which were ultimately halted with
severe consequences imposed by the regime. During the 70 years of
Soviet rule, the Rustaveli Theatre continued its uninterrupted work,
staging both Georgian and foreign plays. However, in the staging of
Georgian works, traditional rituals and customs no longer returned
to the scenes. Nevertheless, impulses of freedom and national spirit,
as well as attempts to retrieve inherited cultural memory, could
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still be cautiously discerned in theatrical productions. After the
collapse of the Soviet regime, in 1996, researcher and folklorist Kukuri
Chokhonelidze founded a young creative association called ,Folklore
Theatre“. Through dramatic performances, he once again presented
ancient traditions to audiences, briefly restoring traditional Georgian
rituals to the stage.

In the 20th century, despite restrictions imposed, in particular,
by the Soviet regime, Georgian culture gradually integrated. Artists,
thanks to their national identity, were able to develop Georgian
culture, creating highly artistic works even under difficult political
conditions. The Georgian National Theatre endured a very difficult
path under the Soviet regime. Its creative struggles subsequently
became the focus. In the 20th century, despite restrictions imposed,
in particular, by the Soviet regime, Georgian culture gradually
integrated. Artists, thanks to their national identity, were able to
develop Georgian culture, creating highly artistic works even under
difficult political conditions. The Georgian National Theatre endured
a very difficult path under the Soviet regime. Its creative struggles
subsequently became the foundation for its own rise and progress,
and it can proudly say it has a patriotic history. Foundation for its own
rise and progress, and it can proudly say it has a patriotic history.
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