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1 Thucydides, The History, Book II, 1954, pg. 37.
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Fo63memanbl 360336gmmzb sb3gdhl Gmamtg dmamohognto, obg
LEFOOPWYOG030 S IPWHIOMIMIOTNO0 JdHIRZMO00L gobgomo-
6700l 3rmEgbdo. 0go gobnymameo 13038060708 ©I3MIGOSHOPIO
beBmasmydol gmedomgoobol sébgdym 0bbiHodhagon® ©s mohg-
demgdom boggndzmgdl, Gog gobsdotmagdos dmdomoggms sdhon®
3mboFomgmdsl goofygghomgdol domgools 3migbgddo oo §dbo-
0 3a6 0 gobzometgdol Fobodotrmdgdl.

3030MMIM030 MZ0mMIFOMZGINMOY, Mmameg bedmasmydho-
30 3mFymdol ghm-ghmo ggnbosdgbhp®o gmgdgbho, godmbodegl
dmgomagdgms dmbofomgmdol 36063036 bobgmadFogm ddstrmag-
mmool bobhgdedo. dobo obhmGoymo ggmmyeos dbobogh Lobgm-
3Foxzmb, 3mmoholdnéo Jnmbndobs s bmgosmy®-g3mbmdognto
09O MMOg00l gobzomotgdols dotomem Hgbogbgngol sbhogn®
93mgdsedo. goblbognmegdymo 360936gmmos gboggds dagammdMogn
®3003356m3gmmO0l Bm®OIsmy® s vGvRMEO3smyé dgdobod-
dgols, Gm3mgdoE obHmEMonme Hadmysmods MHmamg gdmaho-
Hoo 338G m39mmdal mMasbymo 3gdomagbymo bafomo s dm-
Jomodgmdcrngo mz30mgabgdols gadmogérgdols 0blherndgbdo.

dggmo smgbo Focrdmoagbrs @obogmunmo 30gomadsgool gého-
-96o 93003yl 3ImHGYw ©d 93mbmBagnh 3gbHOL, boeg ©-
3mgMopogmo 3demmzggmmdol, bmgosmmnd-g3mbmdognéo bntnd-
H6900Ld s IPMmEG0L gobgomatgdol 3Gmigbgdo ghmdsbymmsb
3306 m Phmoghmddgogdsdo d0dnbsmgmdms. dmgbdo dmaaho-
3960 Hgagm®3gde 96 Jgdmoxgetamgdmes dbmmmo 330G mzgmmm-
domo Lobpadol geteeddbom, obobo Lagyndggml yHhowbgb Lmgos-
6 8 3NHON HOObLgm®mIsgogdbsg.

beagmmbols, 3amoobmgbgbobs o 3gtogzmgl Grygxmedgdo Fetdm-
30039008 dmgbnMo dmmoiodn®o s bmgosmydo bobhgdol gebgo-
®06gd0l bod dodromow ghHedl: bmgosmy®-g3mbmdogné gotoogdd-
bsls, gdmzdehogmo 3dshrmzgmmdols 0bbdhodngombemodsgosls s
3O m-g3mbm3ogn® 89z303908L. mommygnmo gl gihodo 3bodg-
bgammgeb el sbdrpmgdos smybydo bsbmgsmgdal bisdommy-
™0, 93mbmIngn®o gi3gdhHosbmdobs s Jnmbnenmo mz0m3ga-
bgool g3mEBotrgdols 3 mgbdo.

3bob0dbsgos, Hm3 3 pGobs s g3mbmdngol péhmogtmddy-
g% 3bhogne 3gtomedo Fotdmemagbms daammdMogo mz0ma-
3obrmzgmmool gbgombotrgdols Logyndzggml, Gmdgmog NdGb-
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39 yma3d dmgdomadgoms sghoné dmbaFomagmdsl bobmaspmgdtog
3bmg®gdsdo, Lodsmmmosbo goofyzghomgdgool domgdsl oo ©g-
3mgMopogmo 3G0bgndgool 3Modhodnm gobbm®gogmgdob.

60dsbmdmMO0g0s, M3 8EROMMOG030 M3000335M™M37MmmI0l
boFgobo gm®Igdo Pdzgmal gogomodegngddo omgdl bomoggl. asb-
L3NNG YO0 ®3ombohobmd dzggmo dgtdbymo dmmobgdo (Polis),
3ogomomo, bosg dmgogmadgms dmbofomgmos dmmogolnéo go-
07939000900 Jomgdddo Focrdmemagbod mz0m33sbrmggmmaonl
boogndzgmb. smgb3o (dg. . V-V bb.), hedmysmodgdymo ©gdméro-
homo Lobhgds gundbgdmes dmgsmodgms dghont hotompmmdsl
bogotrm 3bmzg®gdsdo, dmmogodnéo, Ledsmmydtngo s g3mbm-
30360 30bmbolidzggdmmdnl mebsdst gobsfomgdsl.?

06r0bHmbgmg mog0l bodehrmddo vxmbodbegl, Gmd smgbyto bo-
bgmdFogm ,439mobg dghow gdystrgdms dmdomagdymes msbobfme
3mboFomgmdsh s bsghomm Jgmomomgmdol 360bgodb. obo o8-
Gom, dmdomady ogm ob, 3063 dmboFomgmdws ,,bsdstrmmosbaw
5 00bsbFm®sm bgmobyamgdol gebbmmgogmgdsdo”. LFmbgo gb
36063030 gobes boggndzgmo 03 ogolbs, Gobsg gl g3xFmogom
SAOMMIM03 030003350039 ModL, ddstrmnggmmool obgm gmer-
3oL, bosg 3ooFyzgnhomydgdo doomgds dmbsbmgmdol ndnsmm b
Fomdmdsagbammdomo gbom.?

dobgoego 0dobs, ™I s;mgbnto ©ydmaMapos 96 JmoEogEd
939 bemgosmy® ggbsls (Bogsmoms, Jogmgolbs s dmbgdls o6
3Jmbosm 3mmoioin®o umgdgdo), dobo 33 mzggmmo0mo dmmg-
o 0gm 3oézgmo bobhgdnéo dgEgamds, dgddbomoym saommo-
603 ©Mbydy ®3003dorm3zgmo bsbmgsmyds, Mm3gmog ms350
3obbeBmgmegoe bognme® 3mmopodn® s §3mbmdongné gobgomo-
900,

03335600, dzgmo bsdgedbgmal d3mmobgdo s geblbsggmmgdom
30960 dgodmgds hsomzgsmml Grmamtg 9a0mmotngo mz0m3dsm-
»39mmdol gommbmagondo s 0bbhohngondo Fobsdmmdgwoa, hm-
3gamddg dgdamaddn 360336mm3sbo gogmgbs dmoboaby Gmamdg
30 boypgnbggdol gatmdym Jomodgddy, obggy obedgdmzy -
dmzgbomhomm bobgmdFonmgddy.

2 Aristotle, The Politics, 1948, pp 7-8.
3 Ibid., pp. 212-215.
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©gdmzbopool (demos - bogbo, kratos- domongmgds), Gm-
amb doMmzgds - gedggmdol bobhgdolb, Hodmysmoodgds dggm bo-
3963dbgmBo 0mbool Jogmsgdgddo dmbs, mPdEe, Jemobolnt gmmsl
(d0m 39bgmBg) 807630 Josem§os.”

009030 ©gdgdo @oghmosbgdnmo 0ygzbgb HGohogddo (trittyes),
bovmm  H&ohogoo Hm3gd80. mommgymo dhmdo Fobhewoagbos 50
79366 o9mado (BovAn 500), Hmdgmog Focdmowagbos 3gbdhés-
a6 LSO ZII™ MEORIBML s 83BdEYd©S bznmbgdl bsbsgmbm
36d0bmgol, g3amgboobomgols (Ekklesia). bFmmgo 83 Lolbihgded 8gdd-
bo 3mmohogn®o domeblo dmgomasgdgms Bmol, Gog mebsdgodmay
»300330OMZgmmmd0l SrmpmHodso 0ggs.”

396 dbyamo 3030moBspools vyze3900L bobsdo vmgbds selgdomo
Mommo Jgebérgms gmobndo bodystrml dmmohodn®, 93mbm3don®
© YW HIOIL bmghgosdo.

30gb3s dospfos gedmbhgym 3G mamgbl moggtop®ol, ogo-
ambmaggools, MoghmEogol, bgemmgbgdobs s obhmdool bazgérmgddo,
603 @obd30bmdgdms dobo Jnmbnmol nboggtbommne 36033bgmm-
3ol 9bphogne Lodys®mdo. smgbnmo bedmgomgdol obhmtdogmo
3ob30makgds basmmow vh39bgdl, Hm3 g3mbmdognto Lsdomydm-
38 8 JNHNONIO 303ezmmMdd gt mddbgmByg dgoeme ©ddm3n-
©d7mo 3 mEgbgds. bommbol g3mbm3dogn®ads Grgamedydds 3gd-
3bs bemEosgnmo badstrmmosbmdobs o §3mbmdognto demasbbol
boggndggmo; 3amoobmgbglbols dmamodoldn®ds gotogdbgdds gdmg-
ool 0bbhohngombomodsgos s dmgomadgmdtogo Jnmipntol
83330060900 PBGMb3gmym; bmmm 3ghoimgl 3dshrmzggmmdsd
30bdbymo 3GmEgbgdo Jnmbnenm ©d g3mbm3dogn 93039050
3ok sddbs, Gomsi smgbo goosndad 860G ©gdmitanoobs ©s
0bhgmaddnomnmo Fobbgmol boddmmmeo.

bemambol 3dstrmggammdnl 3gMom@Bo (pssbmmgdoo dg. §. 638—
558 §5.), ®m3gmog 3bmdomos Gmaméy gedméhggmo bobgmadfo-
g™ 3mgsFg, 3mgho s Mgam@dshm®o, gobbméngmgdnmads hg-
5m&375038 oM ddhgbo 3603365mmmds Bgodobs vmgbnmo dmenobol
03mbm30gn® s bmgosmyé gebzomemgosdo. dobo Mgamddgonl
doGoms@ 3086l Fotdmomagbos bmgosmyéo pmabobfmédmaonl
393306 g0d, 3oamols 3mbmdol gonddgos s bobgmadFogml g3mbmdo-

4 dogmotos, gdmgtshos, 2005, g3. 113.
5 Hansen, The Athenian, 1991, pp. 57-63; 130-134.
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3960 bogyndzmgdol gobdhzogde. 8wbodbymds 33momadqdds bg-
o dg9Fym begosendo bhGpddnmol odemsblgoslbs s bodstrm-

m0obmdol 3606303700 3ob3h303900L, MrOE EdmIGsHOPme 3dem-
®39mmo0l gobgzometgdol Fobodobmosw oggs.t

ab 360l gdmgs, GmEgbsg 93mbmdognéds Livdomptmdsd be-
030d39mo homgotrd smgbpéo bodmagomgdol Jnmbnépm ©s 0bhg-
madhnommn® Fobbgmob. begmmbols ¢rgemédgd3ds goblsgnmegonmo
36033b9mmds 0sbogd 30bmbol PBgbsgbmdnlbs s dmdsmasgdgmdto-
30 3o@YdYYOg0ol FIEHacol 3ob3H3nEgdsl, Gog dmaohosy
®300873b500L8 o 3obmboldggdmmdol grdbmdsl sdsmmgds. 83
€gmOISHMO Ym0 3Grmigbol gogtdgmgosl Foedmswagbos Jmo-
obomgbglol gotroddbgdo (dg. §F. 508-507 §§.), GmIgmms dmegzo
30806l s&0bEHm G dHogmo gogmgbols Bgdgotgds, dmdomogdgms mo-
bobFmmmdnl gobdhznEgds s ydmaMspogmo obbhodnhgdol obl-
HodhnEembamodsgos Focdmowagbws.

da. 7. VI-V bonanbggddo smgbdo 3mmonognto Lobhgds godmot-
hgms sG0bHmazMononmoe 3emsbydol domomo gogmgboom. sébgdn-
o bmgosgy®-3mmonogn®o ©adomobdothgdgdo bgymlb 3dmoos
dogmagdols bobgmdFogmgdtogo dmFymool gobdnioggdol o dmgdo-
mdJgomd Gebmm 53gbol hotmgmmdsl ddemrmzgmmdnl 3rmeglbdo.
30b0dbym 3mbhgduhdo gebbognommgdnmo 36033bgmmds godobs
3moobogbgliols €gam&dgdds, GmImgddsy bogndzgmo hogystrgl
00906 ©g3m3MdHool s dSEaNMMIMN30 M300338Mm3gmMdal
bobgdob.’

Jmsobmgbglbo (osbemmgdom dg. §. 570-568FF), Fotrdmdmoom
36 0bhmicdnonmo  sgm3dgmbogdol gzotoel Fotdmdswagbgmo,
dobgoezo bmgosmyéo Fomdmdogmmaoolbs, smgbdo Gooolsmy-
60 3mmohodn®o gocosddbgdol 0bogoshmeoo ©d ©gdmiMago-
o bobhgdol géhm-gho gndgdogdmam odgs. dobo Ggam®dgdol
dmozo60 30Bsbo ogm d€0bhmzMepogmo ©mdobsgool Jgbmnwoao,
3maogogdnéo dmbofomgmool gegebmmgos ©s bgmobnggmadols
domobbol odgsdgds bbgsoalbbgy Lmgosmy® ggbsl Jmmob. sp-
603bymas gotrsddbgdds dggddbs Fobsdotrmds msebsdgodmgy dhodol
330MMIM030 MZ0mMITSOMIIIMO0L MG 30tgdobmaol, Hmagmg

6 Finley, Democracy, 1981 pp. 29-46.
7 gobgadyg, @gdmgatshool, 2017, 33. 87-94.
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boBmaoEmydtogo JmFymdol ggnbrodgbin®o gmgdgbdobs o dm-
Jomagdgms 0obsbfmtmo Foerdmdswagbanmdnls dggeboddobomgol.

3amoobogbglols Mggmddgon gebbognmegdymaep 360d3bgmmg-
bo 3oohbggd smgbols vd0bobh®ogogm-hahohmeogmo bhtnd-
Hool HGebbgm®dsgool mgsmbedmobom. dob gosyndds dHGswo-
GOm0 3mebne-3gbgommaodo ogmas ©d HOdmeygdmads smo
sbsgmo Gm3o (phylai), Gm3gmmegeb mommgnmo goggdomes bado
h&0opoobasb (trittyes), mdmgdog dmogsgbgb gomogdol, Bmaol-
306 8 Jos 3g6oxighogmo Ggaombols Hgéohm®ogol. sdggzston
HaGohmMonmo 300bgod0m mEgsbodgesd bgmo Jgnfym dmamoago-
3060 3o3mgbol gEbhtomodegasl, dmdomogdgmes mobssstn Fom-
3m3dagbmmdol NBMMbagmymazol babgmdFogm 33sérmggmmaonls
™m&aobmgddo o gdmgtonogmo 33s6mzgmmool LG ydhnegmo
boggndgmgdols gebdnznagdel.?

3@00[500363[50[5 hgxamtdgdol JoBbydo:
360bhmIEdH0nmo 3emsbgdol gegmgbols Bgdgotgds;

2. dmgdogmagdgms 3mmoholndo hotomnmmdol gobhos;

3. ©gdmzgbohogmo 3356m3gmmool 3063(H303900 SE0mMmMOG030
96mgnmgdl dgdzgmono.

939000, Hohogdobs s HmIgdols sbagmo Lobpgds PB&pbggm-
gomaggs bymobnamgdol bedstrmmosh gebsFomgoslbs s dmgdomo-
Jgo 0bobFme dmbsFomgmadsl gemefyzghomgdol domgdol dérm-
39b30. 9333868, Jamsobmgbgbols gobbmdgogmadymo hgamtdgdn
060 dbmgmme dmgbydo ©gdmtogool bofFyobl Fotdmowggboo,
36039 dEFOMMOM030 MZ30mMITsOrm39mmdal obhm®oym Strmim-
Ho3sdE 0dgs, GmIgmdsg Jgdwamddo sbogmuto dmmoagolnto
3Nmb7G0b gobzomatgosdy 36033bgmmgebo gogmgbs ogmboo.

3bhognMo smgbols 3gmbntobs o g3mbmdogal Phmoghmass-
mgbols sbsgmoBo shggbgdls, M3 sEanmMmd&030 M30:03ddCrMzgMmMm-
39, 39mbPcoby o g3mbmdogol ghmmomoago gegmabom, Jdbows
3aMs, domsbboMgdnm o 0blmnBoy® dmmogogn® Lobhgdsb.
3NmbHIOPmo 8dhogmogdo s g3mbmdognto bHGnddhndgoo S
dbmmmE  sbmMEogmgdobgb daommomog  gemsfyzghomgdgdl,
3683y BMEobgb dmdomoggms dobnboldggdmmdsl, Mog, msgal
dbkog, o73zmdgbgos gdmydonogmo ddebrmazgmmdnl botobbl

8 gmommbody, dzgmo, 2010, ag. 112-119.
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o P86 b3gmymags Jomodol gérdgmazomosb gobgomatrgdob.

3a0MMO030 130m3MMZgIMOd 8b(HogNG smgbdo Focdm-
303900 LodsbrmmydMog-3mmonodn® obbhodnpl, GmImol bo-
Fnomgdomsy dmgdomagdggoo dmbofomgmdmbgb LeBmaswmmgdhog,
0306080370 ©d 3P@HI0IR 3owsFY3000w9dd0. 8 3gtHomedo
®3003356m3gmmdd 396 09bgdms gebFymdomo dbmmme dmemo-
003960 hodrogmmdobs o sdobobimegogmo anbdpogdool dobyo-
300, 3oL b ghmzmEd JmH MmO ©8 93mbmdndn®o gagdhmbg-
d0b phmoghmddgogdsy, m3mgdog @ebbobmamezwbgb Jomadol
3mmoholdnéo bHodomptmadol, bmgosemnmo mobobfmbdmaoolbs oo
3300 3ob300m96 g0l Jgbodmydmmaogdl.

aobgobomgo 6o 3msobmgbgbol gbgonmagdgdo saommdtngo
®30m336m39mmdgd0l boFyolbgdmeb dodotrmgoom, 356 gdTmmE
3038hb0d gosegngm 3gtnldmgl boboByg, Gmdgmadsg sbgzy 360d3-
bgammgsbo Mmoo Bgobtrpms vaommomgo mz0ma3dsdmggmmdals
boFyobgdol gmEdotrgdsdo. 3gtoldmgl ddsthrmggmmdol bobs (d3. .
461-429 §5.) Foedmaoagbl smgbydo gogomoebsgool gobgomamgdals
1300 gl ghodl, Gm3gmog sbogmumo 3nmbcol ddwamado gam-
ool bado®zzmow odge. 90bodbymo 3gdhompo bmdomoas hm-
ammE 809bol ,mdOhmb bobs®, m3gmog gedmotmhgmos 3nmippcol,
bgammgbgools, sérdopaddndobs ©s 0bhgmadhnomndo gbmahgool
03693009bH™ 893939000. 3961033 3OS ROOMMISLB(HOd0S-
bo LoBmasmgdtogo bedydomgdol d€rmatvds, Mmool gogasw
099bo 366rmgbmbo, 3hm3omygs, 9égdhgombo o bbgs dmbydgb-
060 boggdmdgdo 830m3mmolBy. smbodbymds 3hmgdhgods bgmo
3gaFym 93mbmdogn® Bsb, sbogdgonl Bé sl s smgbols dmana-
H03a60 damogcgdol gdmblitotrgdsl.’

39610303 LM gosbmdnghs 3nmbnmol dmamogodndo ©d
begodsmyéo 3603369 mdd, Mol Bgogaomog 3nmacd ogdgs bobgm-
Foqzm dmaogogol gobyymagm bofome. dobo 3dsbrmggmmonls
3960mE30 bymmgbgos, gebsmmgds s baBmasmgdtogo ol gbos
aobobomgdms Mmam®y ©gdmidshonmo dmdemasgdgmdols gobdn-
303900l dodomae@o 359sb0B37d0."” 3g6r03amg dmgomoggmdtog gogm-

©gdmyds d00hbgzos JNmbnGRm gbmg®gdsdo hotmymmosl -
»gohGemI® Fobrdmoagbgddo, B3gbhozsmgddo, bogotm ©gdsngobs

9 Finley, Democracy, 1981, pp. 65-80.
10 gmgnbsdzomo, dzgmo, 2017, a3. 89-104.
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©d @obsmmgdol 3hrmpglbdo. 83 3mbhgdbhdo gobsmangods (paideia)
300gdgdmd 8Ms dbmmme Gmamdg gmobol dowgool bednsmgods,
36dg Mmamdg 3mdomagdymomogo ®30mdgabgools gmddotgools
abo.

39603mgls 3mmogogd 3amHacel 0ggbgdos bmgosemntoe ghmo-
3bmdobs o ©gdmatoporgmo 0gbhmool gobdhzoagdol obldhry-
396¢o. LobgmdFogym v53060bLgdES Mg oG gggbhogemgdl,
3obbognm™mgdom ombobosl, bosg HMsggoool 7b6Mds gbdomyl,
beoyggmgmgbe s g3dodomgl Jgdmddgrgool beegndzgmdg dgodobs
ROmbmgonmo ©d dmgdomadgmdmogo gobdmdomgds. HHheggogdo
sbobsgbgb gmagnd omgdgdl, mezobnamgdobs ©o 3sbyboldzgd-
Mmool PO m0ghmdodobrmgdol, Moy gdmizGopogmo bobmgsomy-
dob 3bsdgbhnt motgdnmgdgol gedmbodegwo.

3960800, 3900zl ddstrmggmmdol gdmds godmgds hoomazs-
wob 3obgga 30y3gRIbHIR, GMEILL FIWHYHS o §3mbmBagd
babgmaFogm dmmoogol gobnymagm 3m33mbybhgdsm ogdgs. Jnm-
haepmo  ombobdogdgde: ggbihogemgdo, 9388780, mgodHtemy-
60 Fo6r8magbgdo 9gsm0dgdos beghmm 0@gbhmdsl, s3smmagdos
3mmadhoné 3o0hmom@pod3l s gebsdhinegdos 0d dmgomadgmdtog
8BTS, GmIgmog smgbyto ©gdmitohool bogypdggml
Fomdmoagbos."

3bh0g o gedmpoomgds 330hg39bg0L, ™3 Jnmbnobs o gim-
bm3dogol 3e6dmboymo Nhmoghmddgogds danmmomozo mz3003-
3obrmzggmmdol g3nbdombotgdols boxydggmls gdbows, oy pBcyb-
39ymxEd dmgomodgms sdhont hotomnmmost, bedsthmemosbo
3o7939h0mgdgool domgdsls s gdmamshogme 3¢obgndgonl
3obbmMzngmgdsb.

beagmmbols, 3amoobogbgliobs o 3gtozmgl Mgum®adgdols degs-
momo dhggbgdl, Hm3 ©gdmaMonhonm goMgdmdo dmmoholndo go-
ofY39homgdgon dZobmo 360l ©o3ogd06hgdgmo 93mbmdoly®
Bholby o gobsommydol gobgomemgdol bgmdgFymosbmeb. 3g-
603mal 3ds6rmzgmmool 3gdommdo IPmbnds 900gddgdms 96
dbmmmE gbmgholdnt wotgdymgdew, 9¢G8dgo ©gdmitanool gob-
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Abstract

The article explores the historical foundations and evolution of
local self-government in Ancient Greece, particularly in Athens, as
one of the earliest models of democratic governance. It analyzes
the reforms of Solon, Cleisthenes, and Pericles as key stages in the
interaction between local administration, economic stability, and
cultural identity. The study emphasizes the interrelation between
culture and economy in shaping governance and consolidating a
democratic society. The analysis concludes that the experience
of ancient Athens demonstrates an integrated model of culture,
economy, and political structure, offering valuable insights for
contemporary theoretical and practical approaches to local self-
government.

Pericles’ famous declaration that ,,Our government is called
a democracy because power is in the hands of the many and not
the few“ encapsulates the essence of democratic governance and
serves as a symbolic motto for the study of local self-government.
Understanding the emergence of this phenomenon in ancient Greece
is crucial for tracing the political, legal, and cultural evolution of
democratic societies. Local self-government reflects the principle
of civic participation within the state system and mirrors broader
patterns in the development of political institutions, social relations,
and economic life in antiquity.
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Ancient Athens stood as one of the main cultural and political
centers of the ancient world, where democratic governance evolved
alongside economic growth and cultural transformation. The political
reforms of Solon, Cleisthenes, and Pericles represent three key stages
in the development of Athenian democracy: social and economic
restructuring, the institutionalization of democratic governance,
and the flourishing of cultural and intellectual life. Together, these
reforms laid the groundwork for a political system that encouraged
active citizenship, social balance, and sustainable development.

The roots of local self-government can be traced to the ,Greek
polis“, a city-state where free citizens participated directly in
political decision-making. Aristotle defined the citizen as one who
takes part ,in ruling and being ruled in turn“, emphasizing equality
and collective responsibility. Though Athenian democracy excluded
women and slaves, it was the first systematic attempt to create a
self-governing community at the local level, an institutional prototype
for later municipal systems in Europe.

Cleisthenes’ reforms (508-507 BCE) marked a turning point in
Athenian political organization. To weaken the power of aristocratic
clans, he restructured the citizen body into **ten tribes (phylai), each
composed of three territorial units (trittyes) representing the city,
coastal, and inland regions. This innovation established a territorial
principle of representation and ensured political decentralization.
Each tribe provided fifty members to the (Boule of 500), a council that
prepared legislation for the (ekklesia), the citizens’ assembly. These
mechanisms balanced power among citizens and served as an early
model of participatory local government.

Solon’s earlier reforms (c. 638-558 BCE) had already laid the
foundation for democratic evolution by addressing social inequality
and abolishing debtslavery.Hiseconomic policies strengthened social
justice and emphasized the rule of law as a civic virtue. By reducing
class conflict and promoting fairness, Solon’s legislation prepared
Athens for broader political inclusion. Cleisthenes then built upon
this foundation, institutionalizing democratic participation, while
Pericles later transformed these principles into a comprehensive
cultural and economic program.
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During the ,,Age of Pericles® (461-429 BCE), Athens reached the
peak of its political, cultural, and economic development, the so-
called ,Golden Age“. Pericles understood culture not merely as an
artistic pursuit but as a cornerstone of civic education and social
cohesion. His public works program, including the construction of
the Parthenon and other monuments on the Acropolis, symbolized
both the city’s economic prosperity and its collective identity. These
projects stimulated employment, trade, and artistic innovation,
demonstrating how culture and economy could serve as instruments
of political unity.

Pericles’ cultural policy integrated education (paideia), the arts,
and public discourse into democratic citizenship. Participation
in theater, festivals, and debates was viewed as a civic duty,
strengthening the moral and intellectual foundations of the polis.
The state sponsored festivals such as the ,Dionysia“, where the
tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides explored ethical
and political dilemmas, reinforcing the values of justice, freedom,
and responsibility. During this period, culture became both a mirror
and a vehicle of democratic ideology.

The interaction between culture and economy formed the
operational basis of local self-government in Athens. Economic
stability enabled cultural and intellectual advancement, while civic
culture fostered collective responsibility and social balance. This
dynamic interplay ensured a sustainable and inclusive political
system where citizens were both the creators and beneficiaries of
public policy.

The legacy of Athenian democracy extended beyond antiquity.
The structural and philosophical principles of self-government -
territorial representation, civic participation,and public accountability
- influenced medieval European cities and later modern democratic
states. Even in Georgia and other regions, early urban communities
adopted forms of municipal autonomy inspired by these classical
precedents.

The experience of Athens demonstrates that the efficiency of
local governance depends on the harmonious interaction of politics,
economy, and culture. When these elements operate holistically,
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they create conditions for justice, stability, and creative progress.
The reforms of Solon, Cleisthenes, and Pericles collectively reveal
how democratic governance can thrive through economic fairness,
political inclusion, and cultural vitality.

In conclusion, the interrelation of culture and economy should not
be viewed merely as an exchange of material resources but as a
holistic system of societal development. In both ancient and modern
contexts, cultural heritage and creative industries serve as vital
sources of economic and social progress. The Athenian experience
reminds us that democracy flourishes when civic participation is
supported by economic balance and enriched by culture, a lesson
that remains deeply relevant for contemporary states striving for
sustainable and participatory governance.
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