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CHOREOLOGY

Levan Aliashvili,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
Assistant Professor

TAKING THE TALAVARS
(spiritual event in the Misnur dance ritual)

Keywords: ritual, preacher, Talavarat, weeping, choreography

Abstract

The kadagoba ritual is an important subject of study of Georgian
folk choreography. This matter has its roots in ritual performances
related to moon worship that survived in Georgian religious thought
up until the 20th century. Apparently, the institution of kadagoba
transformed in a way to move from sacred space into the dwelling
of human beings.

A specific form of kadagoba is encountered in the form of the
talavart agheba ritual in Khevsureti, as related by Melania Biliauri.
This ritual is essentially a group spiritual séance marking the death
anniversary of the departed, as part of which their spirits are
summoned to speak through spirit mediums.

This performance, mystical by nature, involves women consuming
alcohol before a séance begins.

Notably, the modes of behavior of the mona kali (bondswoman,
servant) of a khati and the female meene are identical in that they
both draw on religious ecstasy. The ritual involves interaction
between a choir and the protagonist. The performance’s means of
expression and specifics are tied closely to the perkhuli round dance
with a soloist in the middle, a widespread form of Georgian folk
choreography.

Our decision to study this topic has been inspired and underpinned
by the views of different scholars concerning the religious thought
of Khevsureti, notably Dimitri Janelidze, who insists that this ritual
ended with a ritual perkhuli round dance performance.
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