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" byboody, semgdlbebodg, 2007, N 10, g3. 55.

Z0d30, 33- 49-64; semosdzomo, bsbymol, 2004, ag. 10-11; Djobadze, 1992, pp. 149-152;
Winfield, Some, vol. 31, pp., 1968, pp. 33-72.

¥ dmpogdnmmdsdroyg dobo Lobgmo ogm Lodmbo, 3gptrg b pfmos goobhgd, Gog
396 dbnamo 60dbagl ,3mogb®.
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3obbbgeggdpmo Jpamdstrgmdss gognMmm Mgmogngdmsb do-
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* hodmogmogn dmbadnmmdgddo obhnogds Fdobos 3ghHtgl Gognts bodmmbal
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% 2030b0830em0, sk gnmo, 2014, ag. 20-21.
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deobhosbymo  smdmbogmagmol d39969080, gméol Jasbggpol
dbgogbo bodgegnMosbo 3gbhtemyén 3madmBogos VI baginbol ob-
homgdool Jnampnénmo FoHob bdommmb dgmol bobstgool yogddgs
30610806 bogombomut dodmommyisls s ghdnsdobdo (0bsbgos
961939680, 3s(gbod656380),2 VII bopngnbols bmérogsebdols biy&rd-obd-
30707060l g3mgbos-3033mmgndol dgmtg bodogmol 3otol @hod-
30689 (6robphg-dboznmo ©s dmgodamagdo gkogbomgdom). ogm-

b opmbobodbsgos, Gm3 boboboby ©s gmésl  Jzozgemgddyg, swbogodgdnm
J60bHgboob godmzzgmomos 3Boly o dmgatol boddmmmgdo, J0dsbodbgdgamo
dmgmgbols ygmgmolbdmadggmmdsls o bogmggmmemmadsdy.

7 3030b0d30mm0, bhgamoal, 1988, N8, a3. 97-99.

% Dalton, Byzantine, 911, pp. 207-208.
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3169), dmdm®3odo (X1 baygnbg), Hodmomgbndebls (XII beyninby) s
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909039039, bbgowsobbgzs 3mddmBogosdo.
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08960 Jobwoggds 39y ©o 33wy dmpadamgdl ghobhg-dbozy-
mob gzgéom 1339 VI boggnbol Jgozgetgddy godmbebagl gebzomb-
30l mMo3mbonto gm®3ymom, HmIgmbog ®3ds gbdshmmmaoyéo
360bgndgdo gom bsgydgmaee. d3magz0sbgdom o3 03mbmatsgonm
6godeool 2mobndboll dmdoboszgs 80306mogl o X bomznbydo
»OMY 30b30mbgol” Bgpetgdom 3higm bydomlb Jgabols, sdoggdl Mo
dbzogmol ggbhGromn® 3mI3mBogosl gbdspmmmaonto omadong-
00l 993339 b3 3hacPw 09dgdb.

Lomzgghnt 3M33mBogosl mogl séoEgol bobmmols dmdsboosyg-
mbhono o 3mthHomBy, odmyz0gogmo gogntgdol bobom, ghomo
dgbgz0m g »mdsbgmologeb gobgomigzgonmon Fotdmoagbom
3o3mbobynmgdgdl go633gnmo Bobsstbmdtogo 303306 0m dg&mos-
Bgdb. ermambrg Bdmm omdgs, gbos dohobhosbmdol wowgdol, smo-
am3dobes s gbgshmmamgondo blbol o@gs. 93azeto 3maddmBogoydo
Fymodd 3gho bogbowom Focrdmshgbl gedmbobymgosms boddmmye
LaB&OLL. demgam®ogmoe 360336gmmdal IJmby mommgymo gog-
6o d6gdhobinosbymo gdmgobsmgols bobsbosmm bspmagebo dghy-
39900l 360630390L gd399mgdetrgds s, dbshztrgmo makhlgdols
36, Loddmmyeo sBM3bgdol bom®dom g30B0@sgL.

bobymols 3medhemBy F3obws 3ghtgl 3obmoglbgdsl bozémomumo
360336gmmds 9g3b. 3mtipomo o HHOEOEONMOE FoggdYmad Gm-

¥ 960 gghloom, gmabols 306398y, doobhgbmeb ghmsw, megbo dmpodymmsbo
360006, Igmdg 3gG Lol Jobggom - FobobFemdghyzgmgon gbmdo oo ganos. s3sbmeb
©03039069000 ob.: Lotwegs, 3obigmols, 2013, 3é. XXII, g3. 197-206; 33o80(hedy,
3ol 2014, N 17, ag. 131-143.
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amtg bLodmmbols 3oto, bobyagamol 889, ,,O™mdIgmdog dbmenm
3obrmembo Bg3mgb.? tmagmbrg 9036086gm, 3ghHtrg Imzodgmo go-
bomgdom ey @ebzombzol® 03mbmamogosdo LFmMgo Ledmmbal
389bmb godmoabobgds. gots vdobs, bsbstgdol hgdbhosb godma-
©0botMy, dogbmzge®o ,3060335bmseb* dbmgotgds, dobogy bobhysg-
dom - ,dg 396 3060; 3063 hgdom Bz, bmbrgds: Jgzd S godmay,
0 33m390L Lodmge®l® (omsbg 10:9). ol sé0l F1odogomo s@ednsb-
bo @O M3ghmb mob, gds Jérobioobobs bsbyggggmobigb. og Jomob
anbdgondo @ Lobobdghyzgmgdomo 3b033bgmmos gog&mosby-
o, dobo gogmom bogMemu® bogkhegdo 3bzogdom, bodmmbals
(LoggEmbgzmol) 3oéobdom. bobymol dmtdemol g3ogndgdols be-
oo deobngl sbsmmasc, bafomo 3o dsmmamdobs o blbols, gbds-
HMEmmaoé bodsb-LoddmmmeE dmosbMmgds o megobgon® dbopg-
- gmEmmaon baBogow g3g3mobgde.

3mbHomBg sdlgdymo dodmol gognds, 3ghtgbmseb dodsdrmg-
dom, mzombsmmog Fotdmazomaabl gmogomoal, Gmdgmog 0bsbo-
90L," LoddmEPGH-mgmmmgoyé 3mbhgdbhl S MERIbYmI© 1393~
dokrgds bodmmbgdo dgbgmols ngob.

bobymol dbgegbo, dhodtol dméipemol bodmmbols 3o6Me ©o
3om ghrma3ot 3339mgde dmEodnmmd gosdtgos, stogtmbgmm dg-
™G E s bmdbydo hoddhgdol gebowgddy - smzmegabdol (X1 bensy-
Bg) sbogmgmo dmbhomol dmgodnmms dmbndgbhpéo godmbsby-
™g0g00 - 393my o 3ghtg bgmBo gobomgdom - 30600806396 861006
dodstronmbo® (byé. 7), 3érgbols gsmgotemol (VI bengnby) osbog-
mgmols ggoboBy 3ghtrg Famdg hodmgngdnmo gobomgdomos, gg-
oMol Imbobitol degdmangndols (XII bonznby) 3otol bynmddy-
e J9339emmdedog dmEodnamgdo 06o0sb (L. 8).

bobypmBo gudomgdol 03yt mal 3gntgl sGo@HGO©oEnYmo 03m-
bmg&ogogmo Hodo - dob dmdobodotgr gebmogbgdymo smyd-
bobomyg dolgmbgmol Jbgsgbow, ol bggnmmdosbo s 3F396nmo
obogmgaBms §007309, g 30 gFobssmdgagds Jérobhosbnm ogmbmga-
6030030 3036 Egmgdnmo dmiodgmol 0gb. shGodyngde Padagmb
beols gogn®ol LFmego Fdobos 3ghtrgbmsb 0ogbioaogatgos.”

0 2md8dg, dSetgnmo, 2007, ag. 174-175.

"LCI,1994, vol. 2, pp. 204-2010.

"2 3akapaH, O6pasbl, 1983, ag. 6.

B 0. 306g0mool Imbod&goom, gedmbsbymo gogn®s Jgbodmms g3nmsbmogl
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by, 7. BmEogdnmgdo 3ghmg ©d 383amy.
32m33bgdols mbabigtol 3médomo. XIII L.

bpé. 8. dmgogdnmgdo 3ghtg oo 303emg.
3000l g3mgbool 3mGdsmo. X L.
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h3gbl bgmm sMbgdgmo dobogmol gemazomobiobgdom, sebodbnmo
B0odndol gotrs, bbgs 93gze6 godmbsbnmagdsol 396 ogsbobgmgdm.
dobo boboo Jobroymds Gygmogoyndds Jobooglgded Fdobos 3ghtgl
1603omuco o boobhghgbm dogsmomo gdmggobabe.

Mgmogiel dgbernmagdol bihomndo dobobosmgdmade dobo Bgd-
3bols 3g&omeols 838mEobgdl 3sbmbmdl. ggogmdols dodmdom-bodth-
(HYmOM030 3odmbobgobe o sbndghtoymmaool dogbyoogew, dgod-
hbgas bbgymol dmogmotgools o gomagnmo amédgdol godm-
393530 g3mGdHogmo gmgdgbhgdol gedmygbgdologgb LFGIm3e.
dJbmgomol ©gbswo s dmgbogmo sd&obo 3md3mBogogto sbdry-
mgonmmodol Bgathdbgdol 0f393L o gogn®dl gedmabobggmmdsl
3ohgob. smbodbymo Hybogbgngdo godmedhgsl dsb Fobs gdmdol
39mbm3obo o 3M0dogogmo Mgmogan®o bodndgoobegeb,

3360g00, bobynmol SmémpomBdy dmiadymo 3ghtg Fodmagooagds
3060080l 3339emols gobBmgsmgdymo, boddmmyéo Lobom. getmm
3039000, 0b L3NG ™380 3moEssL v3mIsmonbol dobhgosl oo
3ob30mbgol mols bsdmmmm Bgwgadg Jonmomgdb. bodmmbgdo @od-
330006900l 8dz3060 mMdIMmbonmo gm®dom sbobgd mgdol 0bggh3-
G 9hotgdol Lodnomadol ggedmggl. 30dmmdm, Ggmogazols dmer-
homBg gedmbobgs mgmmmgond-3bo@zdmmo 93mEebgdol mmogo-
Bogmyme gowsfyzghol dgdmbggass. ,30b300bz0l @@al® 03mbma-
Mogoynm bggdedo dgdogomo dmpagdnm 3ghGgb Regndd JmodHomd
0 gobomgdom, 30g3 g mo g30dmom v3okhgol ooy dm-
Jobo3gmosdo Focdmpagbom gbdshmmmgond mgdagosb.

036m0b3IJmdgmL, bodmmbol 306msb dobo boddmempéo 30380l asdm, mPdgo,
bodmmmme, 3ol ds0bg 3gHtge J0ohbygl. v30bmeb ©o3e330thgdom, ob.: Winfield,
obob. 6636™30, 33. 62.
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353mygbgdymo mohghodghe:

96

Dalton 0. M., Byzantine Art and Archaeology, Oxford, 1911.

Djobadze W., Early medieval Georgian monasteries in historical Tao,
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are integrated into church decoration, and how their structure and
meaning develop and transform over time.

The analysis enables a broader cultural and artistic interpretation
of the Vale crosses, presenting them as a transitional example within
Georgian sculptural tradition — a connective link between earlier
traditions and emerging stylistic approaches in the second half of
the 10th century.
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RELIEF ON THE PORTAL OF THE MAIN CHURCH OF SAINT
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Abstract

On the southern portal of the main church of Khakhuli (10th
century), Saint Peter is depicted holding a key and a lock, which,
according to the Gospel narrative (Matthew 16:18), serves as an
eschatological symbol of the guardian of the Gate of Paradise. In this
context, the portal takes on the meaning of the Gates of Paradise,
through which we enter the sacred space. Other sculptures around
the door (such as Jonah’s salvation from the belly of the whale, the
ascension of Alexander the Great, griffin, rooster, etc.) are related
to the themes of salvation and resurrection, and ——,Ascension of
the Cross” on the tympanum ties all the images together with an
eschatological idea. Each of them carries deep symbolic meaning
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and serves as a clear example of original artistic-theological thinking
in the context of the portal.

Saint Peter as an eschatological symbol of the guardian of the
Gate of Paradise is confirmed in the iconography of the ,,Judgement
Day” where he is often depicted in medieval Georgian monumental
paintings (Ateni (1th century), Bochorma (11th century), lkvi (12th
century), Bethania (12th century), Akhtala (13th century), Timotesubani
(13th century), and others) in front of the gates of Paradise, as a
psychopomp — after the judgement he leads the righteous to Heaven.
In some cases, Saint Peter is depicted without a key, awaiting the
righteous at the gates of Paradise.

A different situation is seen in figurative reliefs. Apart from
Khakhuli, Saint Peter is depicted with a key only in the church of
Joisubani (10th century), where, alongside Apostle Paul, he is
a participant in Christ’s judgement, while holding the keys of the
Gates of Paradise. Just below him, on another slab, is the weighing
of the souls of the righteous and sinners. These images look like the
classical composition of the «Judgement Day,» where the Apostle
Peter leads the righteous towards Paradise. A similar composition
of judgement is carved on the capital of the cross pillar (6th century)
from Gora, Dmanisi region. Along with the enthroned Christ, the
figures of the apostles Peter and Paul are depicted without any
attributes. The scene reflects a laconic three-figure iconographic
scheme of Christ’s judgement, as Christ sitting on the throne already
hints at the judgement taking place. An analogous scene appears on
the Barberini plaque from the 5th-6th centuries, which represents
one of the earliest iconographic themes of Christ’s and the apostles’
judgement. According to the existing materials, Georgian relief
sculpture depicts the apostles Peter and Paul alongside Christ
the Judge on stone crosses since the 6th century, based on deep
eschatological principles.

The connection between the portal of the main church of Khakhuli
and the Gates of Paradise on one hand and the perception of the
apostle Peter as a kind of guardian on the other is paralleled with the
art of both Eastern and Western Christian countries. This relationship
is particularly evident on the facades of Armenian churches — on the
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western portal of the church of Aghjotsvank (13th century) there are
monumental depictions of the apostles Paul and Peter holding keys
in his hands, directed towards the gates; on the western facade of
the Cathedral of Mren (7th century), Peter has a key hanging on his
waist; the sculptural decoration of the gate of the mausoleum of the
Geghard Monastery (13th century) also features apostles. The apostle
Peteris a part of the grand compositions of the «Last Judgement» on
the portals of Romanesque and Gothic cathedrals or is placed near
the gates (Autun (12th century), Basel (12th century), Amiens (13th
century), Bourges (13th century), Arles (12th - 15th centuries), Paris
(13th century), Fribourg (Switzerland, 14th century), Vézelay (12th
century), and others).

On the portal of Khakhuli, a non-traditional iconographic type
of Saint Peter is used — similar to Alexander the Great, positioned
opposite to him, he is depicted as a young, beardless man with curly
hair, contrasting with the traditional depiction of the apostle in
Christian iconography. However, the attributes undoubtedly identify
the figure as Saint Peter. In that way, the Georgian relief sculpture
preserves a unique and interesting example of Saint Peter.

Thus, on the Khakhuli portal, the apostle Peter appears in a
symbolic form as the guardian of the Gates of Paradise. In a broader
sense, he embodies the mystery of the Apocalypse and points to the
outcome of the Judgement Day.
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