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FILM STUDIE

Ekaterine Kontridze,
PhD in Film Studies, film historian and critic,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University

REPRESSED GEORGIAN CINEMA

Keywords: Georgian cinema, repressions, control, victims
Abstract

Fighting the rebellious intelligentsia and punishing them
exemplarily has always been one of the most important tasks for the
Soviet authorities. The 30s of the last century were marked by special
injustice. Terror affected everyone: scientists, writers, poets, artists,
theaterfigures...Historians saythat Georgiancinemahas suffered less
from repression, but documents in the National Archives show that
Georgian cinema has not been left without exemplary punishment.
In January-August 1937, a party audit was carried out in the state
film industry at the behest of the Security Service. The control of
accounting and financial expenses was carried out, as well as the
audit control of the independent enterprises included in the state
film industry: Kino Chronicle, Animation Studio, and Screenwriting
Department. The production of certain films was stopped, the studio
directors were interrogated, ,ideoclogically unreliable people were
exposed“and punished.

After the audit, the biggest «pests and enemies of the people»
- Ambrosi Titberidze, Director of the State film Industry, and Ivane
Kiknadze, Deputy Director, were arrested immediately after the
audit...

| found these revision materials in the National Archives
completely by accident. They were scattered in 12 folders, without
chronology or thematic direction. There were both auditors’
conclusions, accounting reports, meeting minutes, as well as letters
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from individual employees, shorthand records of interrogations, and
so on. Decades after the events, the exact information and real facts
about the ,ideological cleansing“in the State film industry remained
a secret. The story was never told anywhere, nobody and no one was
told, but the pages leftin the archive could not disappear completely...
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