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ART MANAGEMENT AND CULTURAL TOURISM

Vakhtang Beridze,
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia
State University

HISTORY AND CHARACTERISTICS OF CULTURAL
ORGANIZATIONS IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY AND
DEMOCRATIC GEORGIA

Abstract

Keywords: cultural management, cultural organizations, 19th century
Georgia, cultural policy, institutional development

Cultural management has historically been a crucial component of
societal development, directly impacting national identity, heritage
preservation, and economic progress. The evolution of cultural
management systems has been closely linked to state governance
models, with cultural policy implementation often determining
politicaland economic success. The governance of culturalinstitutions
involves strategic planning, financial management, human resources
coordination, and public engagement, all of which rely on institutional
frameworks, legal environments, and governmental priorities.
Effective cultural policy requires a structured approach to resource
allocation and a deep understanding of historical heritage, national
identity, and sustainable economic development.

In the 19th century, as states began to play a more active role in
cultural governance, different financing models emerged, including
centralized (e.g., Russian Empire, France), decentralized (e.g.,
the United Kingdom, the United States), and hybrid models (e.g.,
Germany, ltaly). These models influenced the operational structures
and roles of cultural organizations within society. Georgia’s cultural
management history developed under complex socio-political and
economic conditions. The annexation of Georgia by the Russian
Empire in the early 19th century introduced strict censorship systems
while simultaneously fostering certain cultural projects, including
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public education and theater development. Despite imperial control,
national movements actively sought to preserve Georgian culture,
resisting assimilation efforts and advocating for independent cultural
spaces.

By the late 19th century, Georgian intellectuals and cultural
movements significantly reshaped cultural governance, establishing
institutions such as the Society for the Spread of Literacy among
Georgians, professionalizing theater, and expanding publishing
industries. These developments played a vital role in fostering
national consciousness and promoting the idea of self-governance.
The Democratic Republic of Georgia (1918-1921) introduced a
decentralized cultural management model, emphasizing state
funding, institutional autonomy, and national identity preservation.
However, Soviet rule re-centralized cultural governance, enforcing
ideological control while expanding cultural infrastructure, including
theaters, libraries, and fine arts institutions. The Soviet regime used
cultural policy as a tool for ideological dissemination, significantly
impacting heritage preservation and artistic expression.

The 19th-century cultural policies and the reforms introduced by
the Democratic Republic of Georgia had a lasting impact on national
identity formation,education,and artistic expression. These initiatives
created a foundation for modern cultural institutions and highlighted
the role of culture in nation-building. While Soviet centralization
later imposed restrictions, the legacy of the 19th-century movements
and early democratic governance continues to shape contemporary
cultural policy in Georgia.

The experience of cultural management in Georgia throughout the
19th and 20th centuries provides valuable lessons for contemporary
policy-making. Sustainable funding models, enhanced collaboration
between the public and private sectors, professionalization
of management, and technological advancements in cultural
administration remain critical. Today, innovative management
approaches, digital technologies, and international cooperation play
a crucial role in ensuring the sustainability of cultural institutions.
Future policies should emphasize flexibility and inclusivity, fostering
an adaptive cultural strategy that integrates local heritage into a
broader global cultural landscape.
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