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In the system of theatrical speech signs, the identification of the
choreographic lexicon is still an unexplored subject. Our interest
is a choreographic metaphor and how it is used as a means of
communication for conveying various hidden content or ideas. We
conduct research based on directorial works from different epochs,
which help to interestingly present the vision marked by different
creative styles.

»1he Troubles of Darispan® by director Shalva Gatserelia clearly
shows how important and relevant choreographic metaphor is
for theater. In this regard, we highlight two dance episodes that
demonstrate how important the movement presented in the mise-
en-scene is for conveying the content as proposed by the playwright.
On the one hand, the entry of

Pelagia-Natalia and her movement with an umbrella indicates
some pleasant expectation, the outline of ,Waltz“ is performed on
the stage. At the end of the performance, Natalia and Osiko perform
another dance — ,Kartuli It is noteworthy that Natalia starts dancing
and, at the request of her godmother (Martha), invites a young man
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to dance. The metaphorical mise-en-scénes, full of minimalist
movements, convey the message more clearly.

In ,lrine’s Happiness® by Shalva Gatserelia metaphorically
interesting is the scene where Irine learns that she is getting
married to Abesalo. She dances to the music of the Waltz and via her
movements tells the audience of her misfortune and resignation to
fate. One of the author’s main

points —becoming a victim of circumstances, problems caused by
lack of love, and couple’s coexistence — was presented with greater
intensity through choreography and language of plastic arts.

In ,Jago’s Dispossessed” by director Temur Chkheidze there are
two scenes presented through choreography. On the stage, an actor
dances ,0ssuri“ To the accompaniment of the melody, he moves on
the spot, skillfully playing with his outstretched fingers. His hand
resembles a large paw of an animal as if intends to capture its
victim. Margot, sitting nearby, is looking at him with fearful eyes.
The second mise-en-scéne, where Margot begins to move with
outstretched arms, is distinguished in tragic nature. Her arms depict
a heavy, broken movement. Now the woman rests in Jago’s arms
willingly. At the end of the mise-en-scéne, the dancer of ,Ossuri
appears again, now showing with his finger movements how Jagqo
subjugates the woman’s entire body.

In ,,Jago“ by director Gocha Kapanadze Jaqgo’s first appearance
is accompanied by an Ossetian melody. Jago jumps onto the bed
on the stage and starts dancing, doing Ossetian dance movements;
when dancing, he opens and closes his hands, as if trying to squeeze
the victim in his fist. This movement involves capturing the victim
and ensnaring it. Next episode of the dance. — Margot seems more
confident, Jago has turned the woman into his property. Jago and
Margot, who are sitting on his neck, imitate a dance to Ossetian
melody. Margot spreads her arms gently as if preparing to take off;
Jaqgo, full and very satisfied, squeezes both of the woman’s legs
tightly, proving that the prey is already his, he is holding the woman
above himself. This is not just a dance; it is a metaphorically coded
apotheosis of violence.
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Interms ofrevealingchoreographic metaphor,the Waltzmovement
in ,Kvachi Kvachantiradze“ by Dimitri Aleksidze reveals the utmost
respect of a man, intoxicated by love, who makes a woman feel
infatuated and tries to enchant her. The lady moves modestly, shyly,
clearly feeling uncomfortable next to the man. All movements in
the dance from the beginning to the end are metaphorical and show
the features of male and female characters, making us think about
their goals and aspirations.

In Bertolt Brecht’s ,The Caucasian Chalk Circle“ (choreographer,
Yuri Zaretsky), staged by director Robert Sturua at Rustaveli Theater,
the first choreographic episode appears at the very beginning. It
should be noted, that the actors move freely on stage, using the dance
lexicon of diverse choreography genres. It’s more like an improvisation
than a staged dance. Choreographer Yuri Zaretsky created a plastic
image for each actor that was in complete harmony with the musical
part. Some actors move in pairs with elements of waltz, while
others walk around the stage alone, at an accelerated pace and
with characteristic movements. The maids move simultaneously in a
frontal row with a characteristic movement against the background
of music. It feels that the director’s task is to show free, improvised
joy, thus precisely depicting the society of the time.

In ,The Caucasian Chalk Circle“ by Avto Varsimashvili, there is
an interesting mise-en-scéne where Grushe Vachnadze’s dying
husband gets out of bed, grasps Grushe by hand, and they both
dance ,Kartuli“. The dance features an episode of ,escape“ when
the woman wins away from the man, but the man meets her on the
other side. Grushe moves her arms unnaturally and looks down as if
deliberately avoiding the sight of a man she doesn’t know. The man,
taken over by passion spreads his arms wide and blocks Grushe’s
path. The melody changes - now the movement of the man and
woman is reminiscent of a ,Waltz“. The scene embodied via the
dance is a kind of preamble to the content conveyed later.

In ,The Snake Woman“ by Robert Sturua, the mise-en-scene
begins with a dialogue between fairies. To tell the story one of the
fairies rushes in with characteristic plasticity, to the accompaniment
of music. Her bouncing steps blend harmoniously with the rhythm of
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the music. The process of storytelling is also depicted in the fairy’s
aerial movement. The characters wearing the masks of ,Commedia
dell’arte characteristically move on the stage. The play boasts an
abundance of folklore elements. The king, who sets out in search
of Kelestani, enriches the episode of search with the elements of
the ,Khorumi“ dance. The play creates a fairy-tale atmosphere;
noticeable is the flexible plasticity of the characters.
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