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PERFORMANCE OR RELIGION
(An Episode in the Development of Indian Theatre)

Abstract
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As Indian theatre, it was formed with severe, determined,
dogmatic imperative, and its development was created according to
unchanged laws, based on people’s patience, obedience, and perfect
quiet. In exchange, religion or an official ideology, promised him
blessed beyond life, so taking care of it became one of the central
moments of one’s existence. As in an alien theatre, here Gods, Saints,
and the foundation for performance stayed the same - the myth, the
main actors of the drama. Unlike the old Greeks, India prohibited
performances on political-state level conflicts and didn’t have the
law dogma of “three unity «(unity of time, place, and action), which
represented the main characteristics sign of the European theatre. It
should be noted that the sightseeing culture of both countries was
based on theatre art «backbone» - ritual, mask, acts (plastic - verbal
action). Aliens’ theatre show gave priority to verbal stratum, and the
Indian stage art to the visual side, based on which originated national
schools of classical dance. Accordingly, the first Greek theatre art
authors studied drama, and in Indian theatre literature research units
were dance and music, which is included in the concept of Sanskrit
drama: «Nataka» - «Natia» - «Nat» and means playing of one role
and dance.

ltshould be mentioned thatthe first researchers of dramain Greece
and Roma, but in India “Natakasi» were not direct eyewitnesses
of the show. Philosophers, poets, even in India - priests became
interested in the problems of ancient drama. As is known, even in
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the antique epoch the theatre was studied and discussed by priests,
and philosophers, which later created the foundation and gave an
impulse to thinking and discussion of theatre by the representatives
of the field.

The difference between philosophy and theatre arts is very large.
Theatre artists’ creativity is realized through the artistic types, but the
philosopher is mainly operating with concepts. He uses both formal
and philosophical logic, which implies the rational and irrational way
of thinking. The interest object of theatre art is society’s this or that
event. The purpose of theatre is the artistic generalization of these
events, theatre artistic generalization, which is of great importance
to society. The sphere of philosophy applies to the whole existing
reality, including the created reality generalized by theatre arts.

137



