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CHAPEK’S ,RECORD“IN SAMEGRELO

Keywords: Chapke, Pataraia, record

Abstract

,Tales from Two Pockets“ by Czech writer Karel Capek was
written in the 1920s. About half a century later, a story told with humor
about a fair and self-respecting young man was revived in the film by
screenwriter Amiran Chichinadze and director Guram Pataraia.

The film ,Record“ changes the place and time of action given
in Capek’s story of the same name. However, the plot is expanded,
characters are added, and characters are developed.

In the early 1970s, in a small village in Samegrelo (one of the
provinces of Georgia), the story portrays the people of that time. For
them, a worthy name and dignity are of great importance; they are
wary of it and pay attention to the spoken word. After hearing Duru
Khunchua’s swearing, young Jotia Tsaava was given amazing power
and broke the world record in shot put (similar to the story), as well
as when there was a threat of appearing as a liar in his fiancée’s
eyes, he repeated the same thing (this was added by the authors of
the film).

Amiran Chichinadze and Guram Pataraia conceived dramaturgical
moves, scenes, and characters: The name of his boss must be
restored by the policeman Khuta, and therefore he initiated a great
experiment; Jotia is not coming out of the unlocked cell because he
has given his word, and his lover likes that too; she says that she
couldn’tlove him if he weren’t a man of his word; old man Uncle Ucha
boasts about the courage of his ancestors; ,, Theophile Gabunia did
not have grandchildren so that Duru could beat them up“ - Theophile
is outraged. Duru Khunchua cannot swear in front of the people; how
should this be done to the gathered society, to Jotia who is his friend
from the previous day, or to himself?!
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They are all trying to protect honor and name. The film clearly
shows the values and behaviors of the society of that time. How is
all this perceived from today’s point of view? What would ,Record®
be like if it were filmed today? Has society changed towards these
values, and accordingly, has the Georgian audience? How does it
perceive this film today when not only someone else’s but also one’s
own mother’s swearing has become an ordinary story?
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