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FILM STUDIE

Ekaterine Kontridze,
Doctor of Arts
Shota Rustaveli Theatre and Film Georgia State University
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Abstract

During the period of the Soviet «Great Terror», the worst years
were 1937-38. In these two years, 29,051 people in Georgia became
victims of repression. Among them, 14,372 were executed, and 14,679
were deported. (These figures are supported by documents found
after the opening of the Stalinist archives).

During these years, Georgia lost Mikheil Javakhishvili, Evgeni
Mikeladze, Titsian Tabidze, Paolo lashvili, Sandro Akhmeteli, and
other great Georgians whose work was vital for the country. Behind
these names are people we still know little about. One of them is
screenwriter Samuel Kuprashvili and his work.

The only thing we knew about Samuel Kuprashvili was that
he wrote the script of Giorgi Makarov’s film «Nakhvamdis». The
7-part comedy film «Nakhvamdis» was filmed in 1934 and starred
Georgian cinema stars - Mikheil Gelovani, Nutsa Chkheidze, Tsatsa
Amirejibi, Kirill Macharadze, Levan Khotivari, Sandro Zhorzholiani,
Tsetsilia Tsutsunava, Arkady Khintibidze, Mikheil Koreli, Valerian
Gunia. Unfortunately, all other information about the film, as well
as the film itself, is missing from the archives of Sakartvelo. The
film’s disappearance was due to the arrest and execution of the
screenwriter Samuel Kuprashvili in 1937.
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In the Ministry of Internal Affairs archives, | found Samuel
rashvili’s manuscript «Autobiography», and in the national
archive, | found his previously unknown film scripts. According to
these and other materials, | would like to introduce you to Samuel
(Bachua), son of Dianoz Kuprashvili, a member of the Bolshevik
fighting unit, a fighter of the Democratic Army of Georgia, a member
of the cinema section of the Writers’ Union, and an employee of the

screenplay department in the Sakhkinmretsev.
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