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Abstract

When studying traditional folk customs and agrarian dances
during the spring cycle, special attention is paid to the relationship
between actions related to the fertility of the crop and wedding
customs, the crossing point of which was represented by dances in
praise of the ,Pureuli (cereals for making bakery products) deities.

The signs of fertility in the multi-tiered institution of marriage
manifested themselves in the process of spring plowing and sowing.
Wedding ritual dances ensured the couple’s fertility and meant the
dance of the bride and groom, which represented a kind of ritual
in the cycle of human reproduction in which the main function of
the ,bride and groom*“ was placed. In rituals to ensure the harvest,
the passing of the first ,Khnuli“ instead of marriage was dominant,
where the main figure was not the bride and groom but the symbol
of agrarian work, the ,bull, traces of which appeared in wedding
rituals as well. It is worth noting the fact that they knew how to
slaughter a bull at a wedding in Kartli, which had to be attended
by ,grooms®, ,Makari“ (honorary guests of the groom), and family
members. They played dance music, and the groom, inside the circle
around the bull, began to dance ,Lekuri“, and then they slaughtered
the bull. In Georgia, people light candles on the horns of a bull while
passing the first plow paths. A candle is associated with light (the
sun). It is noteworthy that in Egyptian mythology, a cow pregnant
by lightning gave birth to the sun. What further strengthens the
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connection is the cult between the sun and the bull.

These two symbols of fertilization play an important role in spring
festivals and wedding ritual dances. Since the candle and heavenly
bodies, personifying the woman and son also appeared in the three-
month rituals of plowing and sowing, we cannot help but consider
the very interesting ritual dance ,Ferkhuli“ (round dance) of seven
couples.

According to Tina lvelashvili, during the wedding in Samtskhe-
Javakheti, ,Ferkhuli“ (round dance) occupied a large place. The
bride and groom had to ,meet“ the round dance ,Ferkhuli”. The
aforementioned dance was slow and calm. During the performance,
the dancers took three steps forward and two steps back and thus
rotated the round dance, ,Ferkhuli“. Everyone took part in the dance;
the number was not determined. The next day they ,recaptured
the groom®, where they performed ,seven pairs of round dances -
Ferkhuli“. Only seven pairs of husbands and wives were supposed
to take part in the ,Ferkhuli“ round dance. Together with them,
both the groom and the bride were present in Ferkhuli, holding lit
wedding candles in their hands and dancing in a circle. Its analogy
is the Armenian wedding ritual, which was accompanied by a dance
with candles and contained signs of fertility and a bountiful harvest.
Seven couples were supposed to take part in this dance.

The dancers stood side by side, shoulder to shoulder, towards
the center of the circle, holding hands to form a circle to ward off evil
spirits. The bride and groom walked around only three circles, and
then the ,Ferkhuli continued without them until the candles went
out. It is noteworthy that during the dance, the groom took wheat
grains from his right pocket and threw them to the dancers to ensure
a good harvest. The material presented in the work reveals a direct
connection between the cult of the bull and wedding rituals and the
abundance and fertility of both people and crops.

It should be noted that spring, with its varied cycle, is understood
as a mystical marriage of earth and sky, the first moon and night
(the setting sun); therefore, in the three-year rituals of plowing and
sowing, the heavenly bodies representing men and women also
appeared, whose purpose in the system of fertilizing the earth is
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revealed in numerous songs and dances. This is the Georgian round
dance associated with the cult of the sun (I was in the sky, | saw the
sky), the lyrics of which depict the relationship between agriculture
and the deified luminaries. As we have already mentioned, the host
of the wedding sacrament represented the bride and groom, and the
bull presided over the harvest fertility ritual. Even though the goal
is common and both cases serve the cult of fertility, ritual dances
for them are performed differently. Thus, one should distinguish
between two types of ritual delay of the spring cycle associated with
the fertility cycle and the forms of its implementation: ,First, it must
be a ritual performed directly for the reproduction of a person, which
is represented in the form of a wedding“. Judging by the available
materials, the necessary accompanying action of the ritual is a
circular ,Ferkhuli”, dance, in which the player is inside the circle. It
could be a bull, a bride and groom, or just a groom.

Second are ritual dance games associated with the agrarian cult,
the main function of which was the abundance of the harvest and
the fertility of the annual agricultural cycle. Such dance mysteries
were mostly theatrical; they were characterized by pantomime erotic
games and competitions. It is noteworthy that the form of games
held to fertilize the land was mainly in two rows. However, dances
in praise of the deities of fertility and fertility can also be found in
the form of circular ,Ferkhuli“. which indicates the existence of a cult
with various choreographic elements and the importance of dance
in ceremonial rituals as the best form of contact with the mystical
world and a means of praising the deities.
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