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Abstract

Witold Gombrowicz’s legacy challenges traditional norms,
blending philosophical inquiry with satire and humor, influencing not
only literature but also theater and philosophy. Despite facing initial
controversy, his innovative works have garnered recognition for
their profound exploration of human nature. Particularly acclaimed
are Gombrowicz’s plays and novels, which are frequently examined
within the framework of post-dramatic literature and theater,
signifying his substantial impact on 20th-century literature.

Gombrowicz’s plays exhibitahallmark of post-dramatic literature:
the presentation of multiple perspectives. Through this technique,
he constructs a mosaic that challenges the stability of characters,
inviting the audience to engage actively and question unfolding
events. His commitment to the post-dramatic principle is evident
in his theatrical innovations, which break conventions and redefine
traditional boundaries, transforming the stage into a dynamic space
of exploration.

Gombrowicz’s ,Yvonne, Princess of Burgundy“ serves as a prime
example for analyzing post-dramatic elements. Employing absurdity,
non-linear narrative, and multiple perspectives, Gombrowicz makes
a significant contribution to the evolution of post-dramatic literature.
His exploration of absurdity, fragmentation, and multiplicity of
perspectives aligns with the essence of the post-dramatic movement,
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ushering in innovative storytelling techniques that push literature
and theater beyond traditional dramatic forms.

In ,Yvonne, Princess of Burgundy“, Gombrowicz offers a
reinterpretation of the well-known ,Cinderella“ story, merging his
favored genres of grotesque, tragifarce, and parody. Through this
fairy tale format, he conveys a poignant message about the brutality
of governance and the propensity of the powerful to oppress the
weak without just cause, often merely for their amusement.

The play ,Yvonne, Princess of Burgundy“ has seen numerous
stagings in various cities and countries, showcasing its universal
appeal and adaptability. Renowned figures such as Swedish director
Ingmar Bergman and Norwegian theater director Alf Sjoberg have
each provided unique interpretations, highlighting the play’s ability to
resonate across different cultural contexts. Additionally, composers
Boris Blacher and Philip Bullmann created operatic adaptations,
further expanding the play’s artistic expression. Productions by
directors Alla Sigalova and Vladimir Mirzoev in the Russian theater
scene have been praised for their modern and innovative approaches.
These diverse adaptations not only honor Gombrowicz’s legacy but
also enrich the global theater landscape, cementing the play’s status
as a significant and enduring work in theatrical history.

In the words of the author himself, the discussed play explores
themes of ,liberation from theatricality“ and the futile rebellion
against restrictive norms. Gombrowicz’s work embodies grotesque
and parody, echoing elements of surrealism while maintaining a
humorous distance from collective artistic movements. His poetic
strategy revolves around intellectual provocation and scandal,
embracing contradictions and mystifying the audience with absurdity.
Through complex characters burdened by stereotypes, Gombrowicz
crafts a collage-like world. He suggests that the essence of writing
lies in ,entering the realm of dreams“ and allowing the narrative
to evolve ,with its logic“. By adhering to the principles of dreams,
writers seek to uncover insights into existential quandaries through
the symbolism and myths inherent in ,the dreams of humanity®.
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