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The corona-virus pandemic has put the world in front of new
challenges. Our usual way of life has been changed. Information,
especially its timely delivery, has acquired a special role in people’s
lives.

No one expected that in the 21st century, under conditions of
technical and medical progress, it would be possible that an invisible
enemy could stop the world. The pandemic has shown us how
conditional the vertical of power is, and how fragile could be the
foundation on which is built people’s lives.

Various occasions that happened in the history of civilization are
cyclical and occur with a certain frequency. Researchers from around
the world note: The 1918 flu and COVID-19 are different diseases,
and much has changed in the world of medicine during this time,
but materials published in magazines and newspapers of that period
show that in some extents, these two events are similar.

In 1918, a global pandemic began in Europe. The flu virus has
spread to Spain, France, Great Britain and Italy. At the same time, the
First World War was going on in Europe. It is estimated that about
550 million people or one-third of the world’s population became
infected with this virus. The number of deaths was estimated to be
at least 50 million worldwide.
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The virus, known as the ,Spanish flu“, was also widespread
in Georgia. The Georgian press of 1918-1920 described both - the
symptoms of the disease and the recommendations that were
given to combat the virus in the last century. Based on the available
information, a number of similarities can be seen related to the
corona-virus.

In the 12th issue of the weekly newspaper ,Klde“in 1918, we read
that Georgia had difficult social conditions, internal and external wars
had hard impact on the country’s economy, and the spread of the
Spanish flu made the situation especially difficult. As stated in the
article, the virus first was spread in the cities of Georgia. According
to the author, not only the virus contributed to the spread of the
disease, but also insufficient attention to people in the villages, and
he also emphasizes the responsibility of the government in this case.

In the ,People’s Calendar” of 1919, we read that the Spanish
flu quickly spread as in Europe as well as in Georgia. According to
the archive materials, a ,Meeting of Doctors“ was held to combat
the epidemic situation. In doctors’ recommendations we read, that
in order to fight the virus, the population should avoid visiting the
families where the sick persons are. Also, after touching the clothes
of a sick person, it was necessary to wash hands with soap. Doctors
urged the population to refrain from visiting theatres, cinemas and
public spaces.

The situation caused by the Spanish flu was described also in
the newspaper ,The Republic of Georgia“ issued in 1918. The author
notes that the virus is widespread in Georgia. It is worth noting, that
the problem of doctors and medicines, inadequate attention and
attitude to the situation in the villages is emphasized again.

In 1920, was published an article in the newspaper ,Public affair®
where we read that people were asking for help: ,Spanish flu“ killed
most of the population. The article also notes that the situation
caused by the virus has affected the poorest part of the population
and the heavy reality was aggravated by the fact thatin some villages
there was neither a hospital nor a doctor.

The 100-year-old periodical press is a kind of response to the
conspiracy theories that are widely circulated and what the World
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Health Organization called an ,,Infodemic“ even before the pandemic.
This implies a strong flow of disinformation, which is often
accompanied by distorted and false information.

During the spread of COVID-19, the role of information impact
on public consciousness and human behaviour has increased even
more. Among the global challenges, researchers often note that
information can influence mass consciousness. Spreading false
information is especially dangerous because it threatens people’s
health. In addition to the effective work of the health sector, proper
public awareness is the weapon to fight against the invisible enemy.
The importance of mass communication, which will provide the
public with information in a timely manner, was clearly seen during
the spread of the virus in 1918, and we have seen this in the case of
the pandemic corona-virus too. There is no alternative to providing
citizens with reliable information about the difficult and a critical
situation.
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